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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an air conditioner for 
safely collecting a 

refrigerant in an indoor machine to an outdoor machine. 

SOLUTION: The air conditioner comprises a compressor, an 
outdoor heat 

exchanger for receiving heat exchange operation by an 
outdoor blowing fan, an 

outdoor expansion valve, a four-way switching valve for 
inverting the flow of 

the refrigerant when switching cooling/heating operation, 
an outdoor machine 

having a receiver tank, an indoor expansion valve, and an 
indoor machine having 

an indoor heat exchanger. In the air conditioner, a gas 
detector for detecting 
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the leakage of the refrigerant is provided in a room where 
the indoor machine 

has been installed, at the same time a switching valve is 
provided at the 

downstream of the receiver tank in the case of cooling 
operation in the outdoor 

machine, an alarm device being provided at the indoor 
machine generates an 

alarm when the gas detector detects the leakage of the 
refrigerant, at the same 

time the four-way switching valve is set to a cooling 
operation side, the 

switching valve is closed, and the compressor and the 
outdoor blowing fan are 

operated and the refrigerant is collected at the receiver 
tank and the outdoor 
heat exchanger. 
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